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Intent

At Draycott and Rodney Stoke Church of England First School our children learn about different religious beliefs, so that they can better understand the world around them. Our RE 
curriculum is underpinned by the SACRE agreed syllabus for teaching RE in Somerset (Awareness, Mystery and Value) and rooted in our Christian values of, Respect, Trust, Courage, 

Thankfulness, Kindness and Community. Through this we aim to empower our pupils to develop into aspirational and resilient individuals who are kind, respectful, and responsible 
members of society. We aim to equip pupils with the knowledge, experiences, understanding and attitudes which will enable them to be part of a multi-faith society, having a positive 
sense of self and others. Children will engage with powerful and important questions of meaning.  This enables children to not just learn about religion but also learn from it.

Implementation

We follow the SACRE agreed syllabus for teaching RE in Somerset (Awareness, Mystery and Value). Our curriculum covers the wor ld’s major religions including Islam, Judaism and Hinduism 
with additional emphasis on Christianity, as we are a Church of England school. Units of work are planned to be progressive, building on prior knowledge, and the study of at least one 
major world religion is covered in each year group. Where possible, units are linked to other subjects in the curriculum. Lessons are inquiry-led to enable all children to take an active role in 
their learning. Lessons are taught on a weekly basis, however, children also take part in Christian festivals such as Christmas and Easter, when they learn what it means to be part of a 
Christian community. Monitoring of progress takes place informally through book scrutiny and reviewing other evidence, including floor books. Planning, teaching and learning are 
monitored by the subject leader, who also provides up-to-date resources. Our children take part in daily Collective Worship, which is planned, in detail, to link in with the seasons and 
festivals of the church. This includes a weekly visit to our local church for a service lead by our local clergy.

Impact

Children at Draycott and Rodney Stoke Church of England First School enjoy their learning in RE. Our children gain knowledge and understanding of the key beliefs of Christianity, Judaism, 
Islam and Hinduism and develop respect for different belief systems and the influence these have on how people choose to live their lives. The children in KS2 in particular are able to talk 
about key teachings and stories they have been taught. By following the agreed local syllabus, we not only fulfil statutory requirements however children are also able to make links 
between their own lives and those in their community and wider world. Children develop a strong sense of self, identity and belonging within our school community.  The impact of our RE 
teaching is evident in several key areas and reflects our school values. Through having the opportunity to ask and answers the challenging questions of life, in a safe and supportive 
environment, children are able to engage in opportunities for personal reflection and spiritual development to enable them to be confident, sensitive individuals, prepared for life in a 
diverse world
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Wessex Learning Trust Principles
Strategic Aims

The Principles codify the shared language that contribute to high-quality, adaptive teaching and inclusion for all. 
Used routinely to bring the curriculum to life, the pedagogical principles support learning and progress over time. 
The Wessex Principles are not a linear planning tool, an expectation for every lesson or mandate a formulaic approach to lessons

The principles aim to:

• Reduce cognitive load
• Encourage self regulation
• Provide regular opportunities to identify misconceptions or gaps in learning 
• Ensure teaching is adapted to need
• Make learning explicit and transferable across the curriculum, beyond school into the wider community and wider world 

Ready To Learn 
Routines  

Linking Prior + 
New Learning

Focused 
Instruction ‘I Do’

Practise 
Learning ‘We Do’ 

Learning Check 
‘You Do’ 

Consolidating 
Learning 

Subject pedagogies are key ingredients to adaptive teaching, alongside effective formative and summative feedback to monitor progress.
 
        Disciplinary and substantive learning is integral to any planned sequence of learning. 
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Learning

Ref SLC
- Emotional 

learning 
environment

- physical learning 
environment

Ref SLC
- Pace of talk, 

clarity of 
instruction

Ref SLC
- Explicit teaching 

of vocabulary
- Explicit teaching 

of listening

Ref SLC
- Explicit teaching 

paired, small 
group talk

Learning environments are safe, inclusive and welcoming.
Relationships are positive and love of learning is promoted.
Everyone feels safe to take risks and explore learning without judgement.​
Praise and rewarding effort is used to motivate and engage.
A sense of pace and challenge is established from the start of the lesson.

Prior learning is checked and revisited to strengthen connections and longer-term memory. Know more, remember more.

Planning ensures new learning builds on prior learning.
Vocabulary is explicitly taught using the schools agreed pedagogies so that words are understood, contextualized and barriers to learning are reduced.​
Problem solving and number skills are revisited, retaught and applied in unfamiliar contexts to support deeper learning.​
Gaps in learning and misconceptions are revisited, including feedback and improvement tasks.
Planning is adapted lesson on lesson so that core skills and knowledge are retaught where necessary.​
Precision learning is explained so that skills and knowledge are well understood, and misconceptions are minimised.

The steps to new learning are broken down into manageable amounts and reduce cognitive load.
High-quality explanations are used to model thinking, decision making, and application of knowledge.
Self-regulation is taught through decision making modelled, visible and explicit.
Approaches to getting unstuck are taught and accepted as part of learning.
Practical skills and strategies are modelled so that there is a clear understanding of how to solve problems solve and minimize misconceptions.
Deeper learning is sequenced so that all learners can understand each developing stage.
Learners know what excellent learning looks like and have success criteria to support their independent work.

Guided practice and worked examples are used to link new learning and decision making with prior learning.
Formative assessment, including rich questioning, is used skilfully to check understanding and the impact of planned learning.
Peer explanation + modelling scaffolds and prepares for independent practice.
Learners use expert thinking and talking to explore deeper learning.
Scaffolding and support (including TAs) is in place to develop and build independence.

Skills and knowledge are explored using a variety of contexts.
Independent practice and application of learning (including homework) builds confidence, self esteem and motivation.
Metacognition and self-regulation are developed over time.
Learning is consolidated.​
Scaffolding and support is reduced and removed over time.​
Feedback is used to deepen learning and address misconceptions.

Learner's plan, review and evaluate their progress reflecting on what excellent learning looks like and success criteria.​
Next steps are identified and used to inform teacher planning and develop mastery approaches over time.​
Learning skills continue. Next lessons, rest of day, community, wider world.
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Long Term Plan

EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Theme 1
Ourselves and Humankind

Theme 2
Culture and Diversity

Theme 3
Community and Citizenship

Theme 4
Exploration and Discovery

Theme 5
Expression and Creativity

Theme 6
Ourselves and Humankind
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